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Open European Quilt 
Championships 2015
The Open european Quilt Championships 
2015 took place in maastricht in the 
Netherlands at the end of last October. 
(The event had previously been held in 
Veldhoven.) By train, maastricht is about 
two-and-a-half hours from Amsterdam, so if 
you’re combining a trip to the Netherlands’ 
capital with a visit to the show, it’s possible 
to ‘do’ the Championships as a day trip.
 On entering the show it was immediately 
evident that quilters had come from many 
different countries – Belgium, Denmark, 
France, Germany, Iceland, Israel, switzerland 
and many others. The same diversity came 
to the fore in respect of the traders and 
exhibitors. The quilt exhibits, traders and 
workshops were spread over three floors. In 
the main exhibition hall, which is light and 
airy, the quilts were suspended from the 
ceiling, thereby allowing visitors to see the 
backs of the quilts too.
 The theme of last year’s Championships 
was ‘The People’ and it had clearly inspired 
many quilters. There was also a lovely 
collection of Amish quilts collected by 
Jacques Légeret. And there were numerous 
guest collections by, for example: Jette 
Clover and Annelies Ghyselen, both from 
Belgium; Katriina Flensburg from sweden; 
Gail Lawther from the uK; Chantal 
Guillermet from France; several Israeli 

clockwise from top right:

The Future by Judy Doolan Kjellin, 

sweden

Pavement de Venise by Arlette 

Martin, France

Dagdromen by Dineke Ugen, the 

netherlands

Main exhibition hall

quilters; and many more. A number of 
international groups of textile artist were 
also showing their work.

Why not make a trip to the next Open 
european Quilt Championships in maastricht 
this autumn? running 20–23 October, this 
year the event will be celebrating its 20th 
anniversary and the main theme for the 
Championships is ‘Twenty’ (see ‘events’ 
opposite for more information).


